Analyzing Key Terms in Historical Texts

Today's Standard

11-12.RH.4 - Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including analyzing how
an author uses and refines the meaning of a key term over the course of a text (e.g., how Madison defines
faction in Federalist No. 10).

Key terms Understanding the meaning of words and phrases in context is crucial for
text comprehension.

Context clues
Authors often refine the meaning of key terms throughout a text to

Author's purpose develop their arguments.
Text analysis Analyzing how key terms are used helps in understanding the overall
message of the text.

Term evolution
Comparing the use of key terms across different texts can provide deeper

insights.

Summary

Analyzing the meaning and evolution of key terms within a text is essential for understanding the author's
message and arguments. This involves tracking how terms are used and refined throughout the text and
comparing their use across different documents.



