Rhythm and Meaning in Texts

Today's Standard

2.RL.4 - Describe how words and phrases (e.g., regular beats, alliteration, rhymes, repeated lines) supply
rhythm and meaning in a story, poem, or song.

What is alliteration? Alliteration: repetition of initial consonant sounds (e.g., 'Peter Piper
picked a peck of pickled peppers').
What is rhyming?
Rhyming: repetition of ending sounds (e.g., 'cat' and 'hat').
How does rhythm apply to
stories? Rhythm in stories: patterns of beats created by the arrangement of words
and phrases.
Examples of repeated lines
Repeated lines: lines that are repeated to create emphasis or a musical
Why is rhythm important in effect (e.g., 'Run, run as fast as you can, you can't catch me, I'm the
literature? Gingerbread Man!").

Importance of rhythm: enhances the musical quality of texts, aids in
memory, and adds to the enjoyment of reading.

Summary

Understanding how words and phrases create rhythm and meaning helps students appreciate and enjoy
literature more deeply. Key concepts include alliteration, rhyming, and repeated lines.



