
Understanding Fractions

Today's Standard

3.NF.A1 - Understand a fraction 1/b as the quantity formed by 1 part when a whole is partitioned into b equal
parts; understand a fraction a/b as the quantity formed by a parts of size 1/b.

Cues Notes

What is a fraction?

What does the numerator
represent?

What does the denominator
represent?

Common misconceptions about
fractions

Real-world examples of
fractions

A fraction represents a part of a whole.

The numerator indicates how many parts are being considered.

The denominator shows into how many equal parts the whole is divided.

Misconception 1: Denominator represents the number of parts.

Misconception 2: Larger denominator means a larger fraction.

Examples: Dividing a pizza, sharing a chocolate bar, measuring
ingredients.

Summary

Understanding fractions involves knowing that the numerator shows the parts considered and the
denominator shows the total equal parts. Common misconceptions include misunderstanding the role of the
denominator and thinking a larger denominator means a larger fraction.


