
Positive and Negative Numbers in Real-World Contexts

Today's Standard

6.NS.C5 - Understand that positive and negative numbers are used together to describe quantities having
opposite directions or values (e.g., temperature above/below zero, elevation above/below sea level,
credits/debits, positive/negative electric charge); use positive and negative numbers to represent quantities
in real-world contexts, explaining the meaning of 0 in each situation.

Cues Notes

Positive and Negative Numbers

Real-World Contexts

Meaning of Zero

Common Misconceptions

Positive and negative numbers describe quantities with opposite
directions or values.

Examples include temperature, elevation, bank credits/debits, and
electric charge.

Zero represents a neutral or baseline value in various contexts.

Misconception 1: Negative numbers are always smaller than positive
numbers.

Misconception 2: Zero has no value and is not important.

Summary

Understanding positive and negative numbers in real-world contexts helps students grasp the significance of
integers and zero. Addressing common misconceptions ensures a solid foundation for future mathematical
concepts.


