
Rhythm and Meaning in Texts

Today's Standard

2.RL.4 - Describe how words and phrases (e.g., regular beats, alliteration, rhymes, repeated lines) supply
rhythm and meaning in a story, poem, or song.

Real-World Applications for this Standard

Identifying rhymes in nursery rhymes; Finding alliteration in tongue twisters; Recognizing repeated lines in
songs; Noticing beats in poems; Creating simple poems with regular beats; Reading stories with repetitive
phrases

Today I Learned

Today, we learned how words and phrases can create rhythm and meaning in stories, poems, and songs. This
helps make reading more fun and interesting!

Common Stumbling Blocks

Some kids think that alliteration (words starting with the same sound) is the same as rhyming (words ending
with the same sound), but they are different. Also, some think that rhythm is only for music, but it's also in
poems and stories.

Quiz Me

• What is alliteration?

• Can you give me a word that rhymes with 'cat'?

• What is a repeated line in a story?

• Can you clap the rhythm of this poem?

• Why is rhythm important in stories?

Help Me

We learned that rhythm can make stories, poems, and songs more fun to read. For example, nursery rhymes
often use rhythm to make the words sound musical. Try finding rhythm in your favorite book!


