
Understanding Fractions

Today's Standard

3.NF.A1 - Understand a fraction 1/b as the quantity formed by 1 part when a whole is partitioned into b equal
parts; understand a fraction a/b as the quantity formed by a parts of size 1/b.

Real-World Applications for this Standard

Dividing a pizza into equal slices; Sharing a chocolate bar among friends; Measuring ingredients for a recipe;
Splitting time equally for activities; Dividing money equally among people

Today I Learned

Today, we learned about fractions. A fraction shows a part of a whole. For example, if you cut a pizza into 4
pieces and take 1, you have 1/4 of the pizza.

Common Stumbling Blocks

Some kids think the bottom number (denominator) shows the number of parts, not the size. Others think a
bigger bottom number means a bigger piece. But actually, more parts mean smaller pieces.

Quiz Me

• What is a fraction?

• What does the top number in a fraction show?

• What does the bottom number in a fraction show?

• Is 1/4 bigger or smaller than 1/2?

• Can you give an example of a fraction?

Help Me

A fraction shows how we can divide something into equal parts. For example, if we share a chocolate bar with
4 friends, each person gets 1/4 of the bar. This helps us understand how to share and divide things equally.


