
Understanding Fractions as Multiples

Today's Standard

4.NF.B4a - Understand a fraction a/b as a multiple of 1/b. For example, use a visual fraction model to
represent 5/4 as the product 5 × (1/4), recording the conclusion by the equation 5/4 = 5 × (1/4).

Real-World Applications for this Standard

Cutting a pizza into equal slices and determining how many slices make up a whole pizza.; Measuring
ingredients in a recipe using fractions of a cup.; Dividing a set of objects into equal groups and representing
each group as a fraction of the whole set.; Using a ruler to measure lengths in fractions of an inch or
centimeter.; Splitting a dollar into quarters and understanding how many quarters make up a dollar.

Today I Learned

Today, we learned about fractions as multiples of unit fractions. For example, 5/4 can be seen as 5 times 1/4.
This helps us understand how fractions work and prepares us for more advanced math.

Common Stumbling Blocks

Sometimes, kids think 5/4 is just 5 divided by 4. They might also mix up multiplying fractions with multiplying
whole numbers. Using pictures and practice can help fix these mistakes.

Quiz Me

• What is a fraction?

• What is a unit fraction?

• How can we show 5/4 using 1/4?

• Why is it important to understand fractions?

• Can you give an example of a fraction in real life?

Help Me

Fractions are parts of a whole. For example, if you cut a pizza into 4 equal slices, each slice is 1/4 of the pizza.
If you have 5 slices, you have 5 times 1/4, or 5/4. This helps us understand how much we have in total.


