
Understanding Word Relationships

Today's Standard

7.L.5b - Use the relationship between particular words (e.g., synonym/antonym, analogy) to better
understand each of the words.

Real-World Applications for this Standard

Using synonyms and antonyms to expand vocabulary; Understanding analogies to improve critical thinking;
Applying word relationships in writing and speaking; Enhancing reading comprehension through word
relationships

Today I Learned

Today, we learned about how words can be related to each other. Words that mean the same thing are called
synonyms, and words that mean the opposite are called antonyms. We also learned about analogies, which
show how words are connected.

Common Stumbling Blocks

Sometimes, kids think that synonyms can always be swapped with each other, but that's not true. Another
thing they might think is that analogies are only for tests, but they help us understand things better.

Quiz Me

• What is a synonym?

• What is an antonym?

• Can synonyms always be used in place of each other?

• What is an analogy?

• Why are word relationships important?

Help Me

Understanding how words are related helps us read better and talk better. For example, knowing that 'big'
and 'large' mean the same thing can help us choose the right word when we talk or write.


