
Expression Components

Today's Standard

HSA.SSE.A1a - Interpret parts of an expression, such as terms, factors, and coefficients.

Real-World Applications for this Standard

Budgeting: Breaking down a budget into fixed costs and variable costs.; Physics: Identifying components in a
formula for motion.; Economics: Analyzing profit functions in business.; Chemistry: Understanding molecular
structure formulas.; Engineering: Decomposing stress-strain equations.

Today I Learned

Today, we learned about parts of an expression in algebra. An expression is like a math sentence, and it has
different parts called terms, coefficients, and constants.

Common Stumbling Blocks

Sometimes, kids think that coefficients and constants are the same, but they're not. Coefficients are numbers
that multiply variables, and constants are just numbers by themselves. Another tricky part is knowing which
terms can be combined. Only terms with the same variable and exponent can be put together.

Quiz Me

• What is a term?

• What is a coefficient?

• What is a constant?

• Can you combine any terms?

• Give an example of an expression.

Help Me

An expression in math is like a recipe. It tells you how much of each ingredient (terms, coefficients, and
constants) you need. For example, in budgeting, you might break down costs into fixed and variable parts.
This helps you understand and solve problems better.


