
Correlation Coefficient Interpretation

Today's Standard

HSS.ID.C8 - Compute (using technology) and interpret the correlation coefficient of a linear fit.

Real-World Applications for this Standard

Analyzing the relationship between study time and test scores; Understanding the correlation between
physical activity and health outcomes; Evaluating the relationship between advertising spend and sales
revenue; Investigating the link between temperature and electricity usage; Assessing the connection
between social media usage and mental health

Today I Learned

Today, we learned about the correlation coefficient. It helps us understand how two things are related, like
how much time you study and your grades.

Common Stumbling Blocks

Sometimes, kids think that if two things are related, one causes the other. This isn't always true. Also, if two
things aren't related in a straight line, it doesn't mean they aren't related at all.

Quiz Me

• What is a correlation coefficient?

• Can two things be related without one causing the other?

• What does it mean if the correlation coefficient is zero?

• Can things be related in ways other than a straight line?

• Why is it important to understand the correlation coefficient?

Help Me

The correlation coefficient helps us see how two things are related in the real world. For example, it can show
us how studying more might help us get better grades or how exercising can make us healthier.


